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PRIORITIES  
 

(A) REPEAL SB 296 — Middle School and High School Start Times 

Mandate: Every school district in Florida must follow a new schedule for both middle and high schools. Middle schools will not 

be allowed to start earlier than 8:00 am and high schools will have start times no earlier than 8:30 am.  

Position:  Bill CS/HB 733 is harmful not only for the business community, but also students and their families. Students and 

families may depend on the extra money earned by working after school, while businesses depend on high school 

students as part of their workforce. Transportation, families with several children in various grade levels, and kids 

who work or participate in after-school activities are all negatively impacted by this measure. Approved by Governor 

DeSantis Monday, May 21, 2025. Supported by entire West Orange Legislative Delegation. 

 
(B) OPPOSE Tourist Development Tax Reforms 

Oppose the expansion of the use of Tourist Development Tax (TDT) revenue beyond its intended statutory purpose, and 

Sunset provisions and proposals that require periodic re-adoption of TDT allocations through referendums. 

Position: Any changes or reforms to the Tourist Development Tax would be extremely harmful to Florida’s tourism industry 

making in nearly impossible to complete projects, and promote Florida’s tourism industry. TDT funds should be 

sustained and also allocated to support Visit Orlando which is instrumental in promoting and supporting Central 

Florida’s robust tourism industry. Major hotel tax reforms have failed to advance and died during final 

budget talks. (HB7031; local initiatives 1221 and 1664 indefinitely postpon ed). Waiting for 

Governor DeSantis’ approval.  

 
(C) SUPPORT The Continued Incremental Reduction of Taxes Imposed on Rental or License Fees  

These fees are charged for use of commercial real property. Florida is the only state that charges taxes on the lease of commercial 

property.  

Position: While this is a major part of the state’s tax revenues, we believe the reduction adopted in 2021 should be fully 

implemented and ultimately, this tax should be repealed to enhance the business-friendly climate in Florida. Budget 

leaders agreed to eliminate the business rent tax in their final tax relief package. Waiting for 

Governor DeSantis’ approval.  

 

 

LEGISLATOR  (A) (B) (C) 
          Antone, Bruce (Dem)  
          House Representative  
          District 41  

   

          Bankson, Doug (Rep)  
          House Representative  
          District 39  

   

          Bracy Davis, LaVon (Dem)  
          House Representative  
          District 40 

   

          Harris,  Rita (Dem)  
          House Representative  
          District 40  

   

          Spencer, Leonard (Dem)  
          House Representative  
          District 45  

   

          Truenow, Keith (Rep)  
          Florida Senator  
          District 13  
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